“the wise fear of god”

Ecclesiastes 8:9 – 13
· The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.  __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As the Children of God  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Book of Ecclesiastes – Solomon  _______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In our last sermon:  ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “Why should we fear God?”
1 – To Avoid Unintended Hurt  
v9  “All this I have seen, and applied my heart to every work that is done under the sun:  There is a time in which one man rules over another to his own hurt.”  

· Solomon acknowledges that he has seen a great deal as King and Ruler of Israel.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As a ruler, Solomon  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· That is, wicked rulers leading wicked government  ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – To Avoid Unpunished Wicked  

v10  “Then I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of holiness, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done.”  
· Fearing God can help us to avoid the unpunished wicked.  Here, Solomon reports that he been to an elaborate funeral of some prominent government leader  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here, Solomon suggests that all this happened while the truly godly people  _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v11 > “Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.”
· Here, Solomon explains that one of the primary reasons  ________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This false perception that  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· God is indeed longsuffering towards sinners  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 – To Avoid Untimely Death  

v12 > “Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are prolonged, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, who fear before Him.”
· Solomon firmly believed in the doctrine of retribution that life is better for God-fearing people.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The wicked is not always punished  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· However in v13, it will not be well with the wicked no matter how long or full their lives may seem to be  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· For the wicked, God curtails their evil by taking them  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Thank God for Jesus and for the wisdom to fear God.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In Matthew 10:28 – Jesus tells us >  “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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